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Hopatcong, NJ -     “Hopatcong Music Teachers Align to ‘The Core’” 
 
Cynthia Randina, Hopatcong Superintendent of Schools, Announces -     
 
 
Hopatcong Middle School music teachers, Mrs. Shawna Longo and Mr. Kurt Zimmermann, presented a workshop at the 
New Jersey Music Educators Association Convention on Friday, February 20, 2015 at The Hilton in East Brunswick, NJ.  
The workshop, “Music and the English-Language Arts Common Core: You Want Us to Teach What?” focused on how 
these veteran music teachers have successfully aligned their music classes to the Common Core.  The purpose of the 
workshop was to ease the minds of the music teachers as they continue to integrate the Common Core Standards into their 
teaching through an outline of the English-Language Arts Common Core Standards and shifts, sharing examples of lesson 
and unit plans with Common Core alignment, and group discussions.  The workshop was well attended by numerous 
seasoned music teachers who appreciated the valuable information and ideas.  Participants commented: “Thank you.  
Great ideas.  It was great listening to what you do in your music classes.”  “It was nice to hear some different approaches 
on how I can successfully integrate the Common Core into my music performance classes.” 
 
Mrs. Longo and Mr. Zimmermann have individually presented numerous professional development workshops over the 
years throughout New Jersey and at NJMEA state conferences.  This workshop served as their first collaborative effort in 
professional development.  Mrs. Longo is the Chorus Director, Drama Director, and General Music teacher at Hopatcong 
Middle School, teaching grades 6-8 with a focus on music technology and performance.  Mr. Zimmermann is the Band 
Director at Hopatcong Middle School and Hopatcong High School, directing the instrumental programs for grades 6-12.  
Their combined classroom and administrative experiences have helped bring enthusiasm and success to the music 
program in Hopatcong. 

 
### 

 
If you would like more information on this topic, or to schedule an interview with Cynthia Randina, Superintendent of 
Schools, please call JoAnne Murray at 973-398-8801 or email at jmmurray@hopatcongschools.org. 
 
 

mailto:jmmurray@hopatcongschools.org

	Cynthia Randina, Hopatcong Superintendent of Schools, Announces -

